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Winter made January seem like a short and quick 
month!  Nonetheless, students stayed focused and 
practiced positive learning behaviors.  In many of our 
classrooms, students grew their passions as they used 
varied resources to learn about topics of personal 
interests.  As they practiced their research skills, students 
applied the important elements of non-fiction reading and 
writing.  Students plan to celebrate their learning 
through shared presentations.  

In the text, Grit: The Power of Passion and Perseverance, 
Angela Duckworth explores key attributes in developing 
a mindset of GRIT.  She defines grit as, “sustained 
perseverance coupled with intense passion.” One 
important element of grit is developing interests or 
passions. “The desire to learn new things, to explore the 
world, to seek novelty, to be on the lookout for change 
and variety is a basic drive.” Interests and passions are 
often discovered and developed in the early years and 
begin to solidify in middle school.  Providing students 
with many opportunities to explore personal interests is 
pivotal in the elementary years.  Angela Duckworth 
found in her research that warm and supportive mentors 
who encourage students to make choices about what they 
enjoy are more likely to grow interests into lifelong 
passions that are rewarding.  Help your child think about 
interests. Guide the conversation with questions such as:  
What do you spend time thinking about?  Where does  
your mind wonder?  What do you care about?  What do 
you want to learn more about?  Then serve as a coach to 

help your child 
explore!

As we look 
ahead to 
February, 
we have 
many 
important 
events.  We 
will have 
our Jump 
Rope for 
Heart event, 
Ben’s Bells 
Mural Making, and Gratitude Letter Writing.  Be on the 
lookout for further details.  If you should have questions 
or suggestions, please feel free to contact me at 
judde@region-12.org or at 860-868-7331.

PRINCIPAL NOTE 
 Mrs. Emily Judd    

February 2018

  PRIMARY  LETTERS
WASHINGTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

             CALENDAR 
Mon Feb 12 REACH Open House, 2pm

Tues Feb 14 PTO Meeting -6:30

Thurs Feb 15 Jump Rope for Heart

Fri Feb 16 Regional Elementary Dance, Shepaug, 6pm
Mon Feb 19 NO SCHOOL -President’s Day
Tues Feb 20 NO SCHOOL -PD Day

Sat Feb 24 Minds In Motion 12:-4:00

Mon Feb 26 Snow Date REACH Open House, 2-3pm
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First graders are thinking like mathematicians! They 
are working hard to solve addition and subtraction 
story problems. Students are talking about their 
math thinking and using pictures and models to show 
how they arrived at their solutions. They are also 
practicing using accountable talk stems like, “I agree/
disagree…”, “Can you tell me more about…?”, and 
“Will you explain how you…?”. First graders are also 
excited that we are almost to the 100th day of school. 
They can’t wait to participate in our 100th day math 
centers!

Second grade mathematicians are having fun with 
measurement.  Students started their exploration by 
reading the story Jim and the Beanstalk.  In this text, 
students explored how using non-standard measurement 
could help Jim make eyeglasses and a wig for his friend 
the giant.  In class, we are using standard measurement 
units to measure classroom objects 
and even each other!  Now that we 
have mastered how to use a variety of 
tools to collect precise measurements, 
we are looking forward to adding our 
measurements together.  Can you 
imagine how tall a Second Grader 
would be if he/she was twice as tall?

KINDERGARTEN  MRS. DESENA FIRST GRADE   MRS. RAY

SECOND GRADE   MRS. FEOLA

Kindergarteners have been 
learning about what school 
was like in their own 
community for students in 
the 1800s. Children had 
the opportunity to visit 
The Good Hill one room 
Schoolhouse, part of the 
Roxbury Land Trust. 
Kindergarteners were amazed 
to see where children their 
own age went to school 
hundreds of years ago. 
Students also visited the 

Minor Memorial Library, 
viewed artifacts that would 
have been used in school many 
years ago, and learned about 
what day to day life was like 
before computers, television, 

and school buses. Students 
participated in 
discussions and activities 
afterwards, focusing on 
similarities and 
differences between 
school then and now.
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Third Grade mathematicians have been 
learning how to solve a wide variety of 
problems.  Third graders have had to 

understand the problem, plan a 
strategy, solve, and then check 
to make sure their work makes 
sense.  They have shown their 
understanding in a wide 
variety of multiplication, 
addition, subtraction, time, and 

measurement problems.  This 
work has required them to build strong skills in 
each of these areas and to apply these skills flexibly.  
It also has required 
great skills for 
learning such as 
grit and teamwork.  
Keep up the deep 
thinking, third  
grade!

FIFTH GRADE  MRS. ROTUNDA

THIRD GRADE  MR. HOSKING

Fifth graders have been working hard on their Informational 
Research reports. After completing a report on the 13 
colonies, students are now prepared to move ahead on a self-
selected historical topic. Writers are learning how to plan 
their writing using structure, researching and taking notes, 
drafting, and revising with various lenses: looking for 
patterns, asking questions, and thinking about the geography 
and life during that time. Non-fiction readers are continuing 
to tackle complexity thinking deeply about main idea. 
Students are working on an inquiry project this month.

FOURTH GRADE   MRS. WHITE

During  Science, fourth 
graders are designing and 
evaluating a vehicle 
restraint system to keep a 
passenger safe during a 
collision. They are 
focusing on the 
engineering design 
process as they work to 

develop a solution to the problem.  After our 
engineers brainstormed and sketched possible 

solutions, they used a 
Decision Matrix to 
compare multiple 
solutions and determine 
how well each one 
meets the criteria and 
constraints. This 
process allowed for 
students to make 
informed decisions on 
their prototypes they 

will create. 
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On February 14, WPS 

will practice a 

Gratitude Mindset as 

students will be 

writing personal 

letters of gratitude to 

a special person in 

their lives.

Tell about a time 
you were grateful 
for something a 

friend 
did for 
you.

 Tell about a time 
you were grateful 
for playing with 

someone.

  What is something 
unique about your 
family that you’re 

grateful 
for?

Students are on the LOOK 
OUT for the GOOD in 
each day and will be 
recording grateful 
thoughts in a personal 
GRATITUDE JOURNAL 
throughout the week.

Geo Bee 
Winner:  David 

Low Runner 
Up:   

Eva Matthis

GEOGRAPHY BEE

Attitude of Gratitude
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STOMACH BUG 
SURVIVAL…

1 - Hand washing and keeping things 
clean are your best defenses.   

        
2- In general, vomiting doesn’t 

exceed 24 hours with typical 
gastroenterititus; if it does, it’s

time to check in with your 
child’s doctor.

3- Medication- Children 
rarely need medication 

when recovering; 
remember that vomiting 
is a protection reaction 

of your child’s body to 
clear infection.

4- Cleaning your home to 
avoid spreading infection is a must. You don’t 

need expensive products, just vigilance 
(consider using a dilute bleach solution to 

clean hard surfaces).

6- Yummy, clingy love: there is an 
occasional perk to a terrible stomach 

bug.  We have to find one to 
maintain a sense of optimism!

HEARTBEAT HEALTH 

Heartbeat Health You may think it’s too 
early to think about heart health for 

your child. However, if your child is 
active now it can lower their risk 
of cardiovascular disease later in 

life.

Cardiovascular disease is actually 
a group of diseases that affect the 

heart and blood vessels.

The disease process can start very 
early in life. Being active can decrease 

the risk of
developing heart disease. Being active early 
in life can also help our children develop a 

lifelong habit of physical activity.

A PHYSICALLY ACTIVE CHILD WILL:
• listen and participate actively in school

• sleep better at night
• build healthy bones and muscles

• have better self-esteem.  

Notes from 
Nurse Pat!           

call 860-868-6879 with any 
questions!
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Washington Primary School is a learning community dedicated to educating and inspiring 
children.  We foster engagement and collaboration to achieve high expectations.  In partnership 
with families and our community, we prepare children to be respectful, caring, and contributing 
citizens who will lead us into the future.

WPs 
MISSION STATEMENT

Winter Blues?  Want to do 
something productive and 
exciting over the weekend 
without hassle of planning?   

Join us for MINDS IN 
MOTION at Shepaug…great 
for kids and cheaper than 
babysitting!  No one will be 

turned away!

www.ctgifted.org or register with flier *posted on the Refrigerator door!

KINDNESS CAMPUS

This month, Grades 3-5 will participate in a Ben’s Bell Workshop to 
create and design ceramic pieces that will build our Kindness Mural at 
WPS.  In early Spring, K-2 students will paint each piece in preparation 
for the mosaic mural.  The Kindness Mural will be placed on the 
exterior wall of WPS to the left of our front door to remind all who visit 
our school to spread kindness.

New Mural!

Second Grade 
Non-Fiction 

Museum

http://www.ctgifted.org
http://www.ctgifted.org

